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Giorgio Vasari, when writing about Leonardo Da Vinci wrote:

“Heaven sometimes sends us beings who represent not humanity alone but
divinity itself, so that taking them as our models and imitating them, our minds
and the best of our intelligence may approach the highest celestial spheres.
Experience shows that those who are led to study and follow the traces of these
marvelous geniuses, even if nature gives them little or no help, may at least
approach the supernatural works that participate in his divinity.”

make up great geniuses include:
Great geniuses are boldly unique. They demonstrate originality,
versatility, dominance in a field, universality of vision, strength and energy.
They have an insatiable curiosity and an unrelenting quest for continued learning; a
desire to grow in wisdom throughout their lives. They test their knowledge through

f ; ome of the discernible character or behavioral traits and dispositions that
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o Pd ARTINI practical experience as they search for truth. They are willing to learn from both

. positively supportive and negatively challenging experiences and see them all as
. A i £ feedback. They don’t limit their thinking to the authorities of their times. They are
¥ h‘ - ‘&L. ’ forever unleashing their own individually trusted creativity. They continually refine

their senses as a means to enliven and enrich their experiences. They are willing to
endure, and love to embrace, life’s paradoxes, ambiguities and uncertainties, for they
feel at home within the challenging and confusing world of the unknown.
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Great geniuses are whole-brain thinkers with balanced minds
that encompass the inner and finer principles of the arts, sciences,
religions and/or philosophies. They undergo reflection and self-
assessment though questioning, which inspires them to apply
their all-encompassing principles. They seek to understand how
to integrate their highest aspirations into their daily lives, so as to
fulfill their inspiring dreams, goals and most meaningful objectives.
They show signs of functioning integrally from their highest and
most intrinsic values. They apprehend in deep contemplation
the pure eye of their inner being. They recognize and appreciate
the interconnectedness or inseparableness of all things. They are
at home in any culture and act as universal citizens. They have
transcended partialities and have embraced the whole, both
global and beyond. They are ever aware of their inner wisdom
and penetrative light and endeavor to put it forth in a unique and
illuminating form. They see can their answers before even asking
their questions.

Great geniuses do not falter when the world neglects them, but
they go on,no matter whatbefallsthem, solongasthereisyetaparticle
of their will and strength left. They are open to their experiences and
flexible and tolerant of ambiguity and change. They demonstrate
superfluity and blind variation. They desire to understand nature as
it is, not as the world intends it. They are intrinsically inspired and

“Genius is nothing but continued attention.”
— Helvetius
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self-initiated with deep interest, endurance and commitment in their
field(s). They have an almost obsessive urgency to master or practice
their chosen field(s). They devote time and work hard (atlast 10,000
hours) for their mastery and continually grow their confidence and
competence. They work regardless of distractions with or without
assistance from others.

“Talent hits a target no one else can hit. Genius
hits a target no one else can see.”
— Arthur Schopenhauer

Great geniuses maintain their emotional self-governance.
They take advantage of the talents of their two hemispheres.
They have enormous desires to create something original and
therefore produce works that are innovative and exemplary.
They are identified by their exceptional, admirable and emulative
achievement(s). They are willing to go beyond traditions
or conventions. They are receptively tolerant of and thrive
on complexity. They are extraordinary experts or leaders in
their fields, domains or skills. They desire to contribute to or
change the world with or without fame and fortune. They feel
autonomous, free and in charge of their destinies, and pursue the
most meaningful tasks they love and that energize them. They
stay true to their highest values and beliefs and are more morally
flexible than most.

Great geniuses solve advanced problems for the purpose of
pure individual curiosity and for the sake of social humanity. They
are remarkable or prodigious performers and at time accomplish
vast intellectual or other feats. They are outstanding in their levels
of creativity and productivity. They demonstrate exceptional
intelligence and often, but not always, have high IQ scores (120-190).

Mega Society 1/1,000,000
Prometheus Society 1/11,000
Vertex Society 1/11,000
One in a Thousand Society 1/1,000
Int’l Society for Philosophical Enquiry ... 1/1,000
Triple Nine Society 1/1,000
Cerebrals 1/300
Poetic genius 1/200
Intertel 1/100
Mensa 1/50

Great geniuses generally specialize in one discipline at least
initially until they have mastered it and then go on to pursue their
broad, versatile, polymathic interests. They tend to focus on their
initial area of mastery for at least 10 years. They require both nature
(born genetically) and nurture (taught environmentally) to fulfill
their ends. They generally require some social interactions along
their way. They achieve great eminence and leave a lasting legacy
through time.

All true thoughts are like flowers, which carry with themselves
the seeds of further riches of the mind. But unless a human being can
link their written thoughts with the everlasting wants of others, so
that they shall draw from them as from clear and sparkling wells of

“The function of life is to bring about ...
the creation of genius, the development and

elevation of superior personalities.”
— Friedrich Nietzsche

living water, this is no more immortality to the thoughts and feelings
of the soul and mind than mere bones and muscles. Elevated thought
gives luster to virtue and dignity to truth and therefore holds
communion with the gods. The awakened mind is like a bottomless
well; one may well draw continuously from it, and the more one
takes, the more clear and fruitful will that well become. The higher
the realm from which flows the inspiration, the more profound it will
be and the more it will quicken and refresh the human being whose
mind is parched for wisdom.

May you read the writings of great geniuses.

May you view the paintings of great geniuses.

May you listen to the music of great geniuses.

May you feel the sculptures of great geniuses.

May yous sit before the footsteps of great geniuses.

May you stand upon the shoulders of great geniuses.
May you awaken your own genius and become one of the
great geniuses.

Dr. John Demartini
Human behavioral specialist, educator, internationally published author,
consultant and founder of the Demartini Institute. www.DrDemartini.com

“Genius is the power of applying an attention.
Attention, steady and undissipated to a single object,
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